
IBA IN EXISTENTIAL CRISIS

For the fi rst time in history, boxing has been excluded by the IOC from the Olympic 
Program for the 2028 Olympic Games in Los Angeles. 

Our International Association continues to face serious sport integrity, governance and 
fi nancial issues, as indicated in the recent IOC Interim Report on AIBA (IBA), the Professor 
McLaren’s Investigation Reports, as well as in the Professor Haas’ Governance Report.

The proposed Paris 2024 Olympic Qualifi cation System is under heavy fi re from both the 
IBA National Federations and the IOC. Unfortunately, it has not been developed to meet the 
high standards of the IOC or our expectations. Consequently, the IOC expressed concerns 
and denied that it had fully approved it (letter from the IOC dated April 12, 2022), despite the 
announcements of the IBA leadership.

Financial management of IBA in the past 18 months has proven to be ineffective, in not 
incompetent. IBA has not followed its own budget, which is its constitutional obligation. 
Instead of focusing on sport integrity, many millions have been spent on external consultants, 
marketing and communication without any success to generate additional revenue sources, 
such as TV rights sales of its major competitions or additional sponsorships. The fi scal year 
will not result in any net gains for IBA and it is a clear attempt to take all of us, National Boxing 
Federations, as hostages to yet another promise of certain individuals, who speak of bringing 
in yet another “miracle sponsor”. Another “sponsor”, that is clearly ready to advance individual 
interests, not the interests of our sport. 

Despite the claimed settlement of IBA’s debts, it has not been made clear to the National 
Boxing Federations what the terms and conditions of these settlements were. Neither the 
Board of Directors, nor the National Boxing Federations have received any reports on these 
settlements or heard any statements from IBA’s creditors and investors to confi rm how 
exactly it had been executed. Financial transparency of our world sport governing body often 
still resembles that of a private club. 

Despite the commendable involvement of Professor 
McLaren and his important fi ndings about sport 
integrity issues at the Rio 2016 Olympic Boxing 
Competition as well as other at IBA events (including 
in 2021), we have not observed any transparent 
investigations or sanctions in relation to those 
exposed. On the contrary, we witnessed invitations 
issued by the IBA to these compromised individuals to 
award medals at major boxing competitions, including 
at the 2021 Men’s World Boxing Championships. 



Furthermore, the latest stage of the McLaren investigation of the possible corruption within 
AIBA and IBA has been delayed until after the 2022 Congress by the Board of Directors, 
dismissing its high urgency and signifi cance to all of us.

Despite our shared optimism in relation to the involvement of Professor Haas in IBA’s 
governance reforms, we now clearly see that the adoption of the proposed reforms has not 
resulted in their timely implementation. The judicial bodies of the IBA have not been restructured 
and have proven highly ineffective in processing any relevant cases. The whistleblowing 
system, which should serve as a bedrock to resolving all integrity issues and protect all of us, 
is completely broken. Recommended new and important committees, such as Strategy and 
Finance Committees, have not been appointed despite promises. The IBA lied to all of us 
about the IOC holding the responsibility for delaying the appointment of an IOC Liaison Offi cer, 
which had been defi ned as one of the “special emergency measures to enable AIBA (IBA) to 
overcome its acute crisis” by Professor Haas in November 2021. Haas’ recommendations to 
develop an IBA Strategic Plan or for the IBA President to spend more time at the headquarters 
in Lausanne were also ignored.

In addition, the horrible invasion of Ukraine by the Russian Government caused suffering to 
millions of Ukrainians, but also exposed IBA and the sport of boxing to numerous additional 
risks. Countries around the world are implementing more and more sanctions against the 
Russian government, Russian companies, as well as Russian individuals. IBA is the only 
international sports governing body within the Olympic Movement that has retained a Russian 
government-owned company as its partner. Continued relationship with Gazprom, a company 
fi nancing the illegal invasion of a sovereign nation, is undeniably a severe damaging factor to 
IBA, our sport, as well as to the Olympic Movement. It is a serious consideration that will not be 
overlooked when the IOC will be making their decision on IBA’s recognition in the near future.

There is still a way to keep the promise we all give to our athletes as sports 
leaders and save their Olympic dreams. We can still bring back boxing 
for LA2028 Olympic Games, and ensure that we never end up 
in this situation again. There is a way to change the organizational culture 
and set on a sustainable development path for our sport. We can still access 
the Tokyo 2020 funds that remain frozen by the IOC and bring 
back the Olympic Solidarity funding. This can only happen, however, 
if National Federations make a brave and responsible choice in the interest of 
our sport on May 13, 2022.


